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Welcome 
 
Opening Prayer  Psalm 46 Contemporary English Version 

God is our mighty fortress,  
always ready to help in times of trouble. 
And so, we won't be afraid! 
Let the earth tremble  
and the mountains tumble into the deepest sea. 
Let the ocean roar and foam,  
and its raging waves shake the mountains. 
 
A river and its streams bring joy to the city,  
which is the sacred home of God Most High. 
God is in that city, and it won't be shaken.  
He will help it at dawn. 
 
Nations rage! Kingdoms fall! 
But at the voice of God the earth itself melts. 
The Lord All-Powerful is with us. 
The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 
Come! See the fearsome things  
the Lord has done on earth. 
God brings wars to an end all over the world. 
He breaks the arrows,  
shatters the spears, and burns the shields. 
Our God says, “Calm down, and learn that I am God!  
All nations on earth will honor me.”  
 
The Lord All-Powerful is with us. The God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

Prelude + Setting the Table for Worship 
“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.” John 1:5 

We light the Christ Candle each week as a reminder that Christ – the One who shines brightly in 
the darkness – is ever-present with us, not only here in worship, but in our every day life. 
 

“…we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4  

We pour water into the font each week as a reminder of our own baptism – that moment when we 
connected with God’s creative purpose, cleansing power, and redemptive promise. 
 



 
The Call to Worship 

Calling all citizens of heaven: exiled dreamers and disciples of love, 
God is close to the outcast 
and faithful to all 
 
Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried by the winds of hope, 
God is everywhere at all times, 
compassionate to all. 
 
Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into peace, 
God makes neighbors of strangers and kin of the forgotten. 
 
Come to worship and be renewed for this long journey. 
Strangers in a strange land, 
we have come to worship the creator of all 
 

Song of Praise Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit 
Let Us Build a House (All Are Welcome) Glory to God #301 
[see next page] 
 

Call to Confession 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! 
 
Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: 
when Christ is revealed, 
we will be like him, 
for we will see him as he is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



See Next Page! 



Prayer of Confession 
Gracious One, where do we begin? You call us to do justice,  
and we explain that justice is complicated. 
 
You ask us to love mercy,  
and we counter: a show of strength is necessary. 
 
You invite us to walk humbly with you, 
yet we struggle to recognize you  
in our neighbors, in the dispossessed,  
in the poor and hungry places of our own hearts. 
 
We confess we have failed  
to summon the courage and compassion required by your call.  
We have treated hospitality as an option,  
and welcome as a choice,  
instead of as the center of our life together. 
 
We have claimed your name, yet rejected your way.  
Forgive us, we pray. 
 
[moment for silent confession] 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
 
 



Song of Gratitude 
 “Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me” Glory to God #582 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me 
 and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me 
 and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free 
 as  it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, amen. 
 
 World without end, without end, amen. 
 World without end, without end, amen. 
 World without end, without end, amen. 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, amen. 

 
Passing of the Peace 
 

 
Prayer for Illumination 

 
Scripture Reading Psalm 145:1-3, 10-21  New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition 

The Lord is gracious and merciful,  
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The Lord is good to all,  
and his compassion is over all that he has made. 

 
All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, 

and all your faithful shall bless you. 
They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom  

and tell of your power, 
to make known to all people your mighty deeds  
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  
and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

 
The Lord is faithful in all his words  
and gracious in all his deeds. 
The Lord upholds all who are falling  
and raises up all who are bowed down. 
The eyes of all look to you,  
and you give them their food in due season. 
You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 
 



The Lord is just in all his ways  
and kind in all his doings. 
The Lord is near to all who call on him,  
to all who call on him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of all who fear him;  
he also hears their cry and saves them. 
The Lord watches over all who love him,  
but all the wicked he will destroy. 
 
My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord, 

and all flesh will bless his holy name forever and ever. 
 
 Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
 Thanks be to God! 
 
A Time for Young People 

Young people of any age are invited to the chancel to hear a special message. Children are welcomed and 
encouraged to remain in worship following the message. They may remain at the prayerground at the front of the 
sanctuary or they may return to their adults. Children under 5 years old may go to the nursery with our childcare 
provider. 

 
Scripture Reading   Matthew 11:25-30  The Message 

Abruptly Jesus broke into prayer: “Thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth. 
You’ve concealed your ways from sophisticates and know-it-alls, but spelled them 
out clearly to ordinary people. Yes, Father, that’s the way you like to work.” 
 
Jesus resumed talking to the people, but now tenderly. “The Father has given me all 
these things to do and say. This is a unique Father-Son operation, coming out of 
Father and Son intimacies and knowledge. No one knows the Son the way the 
Father does, nor the Father the way the Son does. But I’m not keeping it to myself; 
I’m ready to go over it line by line with anyone willing to listen. 
 
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me 
and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. Walk with me and 
work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay 
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live 
freely and lightly.” 

 
  These words are trustworthy and true. 

Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 



Scripture Reading Galatians 3:28  EasyEnglish Bible 
It does not matter whether you are a Jew or a Gentile. It does not matter whether 
you are a slave or a free person. It does not matter whether you are a man or a 
woman. You all belong together because you all belong to Christ Jesus. 
  
The Word of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God! 

  
Song of Preparation 

This is My Song Glory to God #340 
[see next page] 
 

Proclamation of the Word  
All Means All  Rev. Sheth LaRue 
 

Song of Prayerful Response 
 O Beautiful for Spacious Skies  Glory to God #338 
 [see next next page] 
 
Moment of Meditation  
 What good news did I hear God say to me and to this community this morning? 
 

 
The Offertory 
 
Doxology + The Prayer of Dedication Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
 Praise Christ all creatures here below 
 Praise Holy Spirit evermore 
 Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  
Joys + Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People 

Gracious One,  
 in your mercy, hear our prayers. 
 
The Invitation to the Table 
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This is My Song cont’d 





Song of Communion 
For Everyone Born  Glory to God #769 
[see next page] 
 

The Sacrament of Communion   
Blessed are you who hunger for justice, 
we will be satisfied. 

 
 Blessed are you who thirst for righteousness,  

we will drink deeply of the cup of joy. 
 

Blessed are you who yearn for reconciliation, 
we will find peace. 

 
Blessed are you who are persecuted in the name of religion. 
Ours are the glories of the heavens. 

 
Blessed are we – for Christ calls us to his table 
where there is room for everyone, and plenty for all. 

 
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
  
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

And so we cry, Mercy: Mercy! 
And so we cry, Glory: Glory! 
And so we cry, Blessing: Blessing!

Holy God, we beg for your Spirit. Enliven this bread, awaken this body, pour us out 
for each other. Transfigure our minds, ignite your church, nourish the life of the 
earth. Make us, while many, united, make us, though broken, whole, make us, despite 
death, alive.  
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And so we cry, Come, Holy Spirit: 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
And so the church shouts, Come, Holy Spirit: 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
And so the earth pleads, Come, Holy Spirit: 
Come, Holy Spirit! 
You, Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three, our Life, our Mercy, our Might, our Table, our 
Food, our Server, our Rainbow, our Ark, our Dove, our Sovereign, our Water, our 
Wine, our Light, our Treasure, our Tree, our Way, our Truth, our Life. 
 
You, Holy God, Holy One, Holy Three! Praise now, praise tomorrow, praise forever. 
And so we cry, Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Song of Trust   

“Amen” Glory to God #600 
 
Announcements 
 

 
Song of Sending Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” Glory to God #339 
[see next page] 
 

Charge + Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
Questions for Reflection 

What misplaced burdens are you carrying? Where might God be offering you a 
more well-fitted yoke? Where are your expectations of God and the church unmet? 
Where do you sense God moving in hidden ways? 
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