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Sunday: Jesus’ Triumphant Entry (Matthew 21:1-11) 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to 
me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet: 
 “Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you,  
 humble and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the 
colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  
 
The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
Blessed is the one  
who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
 
When he entered Jerusalem,  
the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  
The crowds were saying,  
“This is the prophet Jesus  
from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
Come, let us celebrate and worship 
the coming of the Messiah, 
the one who saves! 
Hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna! 

   
Song of Celebration 
 Come, Thou Almighty King Glory to God #2  [see next page] 





 
Monday: Jesus Clears the Temple (Matthew 21:12-17) 

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ 
but you are making it a den of robbers.” The blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple, and he cured them.  
 
The chief priests and the scribes saw the amazing things that he did and heard the 
children crying out in the temple and saying,  
“Hosanna to the Son of David!”  
 
The chief priests and scribes became angry and said to him, “Do you hear what these are 
saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of the mouths of infants and 
nursing babies you have prepared praise for yourself’?” He left them, went out of the city 
to Bethany, and spent the night there. 

  
Song of Joy 
 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout  Glory to God #100  [see net page] 
  
Call to Confession 
  
Prayer of Confession 

Jesus— 
we know that you spent your days teaching and healing.  
You marched through the streets and walked on water.  
You laid hands on the sick and broke bread at dinner tables.  
Your good news was not confined to conversation. 
It was not confined to the Temple.  
Your good news was an act of love, alive in the world.   
Holy God, we long for a faith like that.  
Forgive us for the times we confine our faith 
to something we think about,  
as opposed to something we act upon.  
Inspire us to love as you loved with our words and our actions. 
With hope for tomorrow we pray, amen.  







Assurance of Pardon 
Church family,  
whether or not you wave your palm branch,  
whether or not you live out your faith,  
whether or not you allow this good news to inspire your actions,  
God will never stop loving you. Jesus will never stop marching for you.  
The Spirit will never stop listening to you.  
We are claimed, loved, and held in grace. 
What good, good news. Amen! 

  
Song of Gratitude 
 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me  Glory to God #598 
 
Passing the Peace 
 
Tuesday: Teaching in the Temple (Matthew 22-25) 

In the morning Jesus returned to the city with his disciples and he entered the temple to 
teach: 
 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to him, “ ‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.” (22:36-40) 
 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees: you self-appointed gatekeepers of heaven; you ill-
informed, fanatical missionaries making other ill-informed, fanatical missionaries; you 
who make secondary the things of God while prioritizing the things of man; you who 
focus on the inconsequential and ignore the important: social justice, whole-hearted love, 
and real faith. Woe to you who make all attempts to appear holy but your heart is filthy; 
you who work to look good and upright but you’re just an actor playing the part; you who 
conclude that since your heritage is right, therefore you are right. (23:13-26, Rev. LaRue’s 
translation) 
 
“How often have I desired to gather your children as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing!” (23:37) 
 



“You will hear of wars and rumors of wars…nation will rise against nation and kingdom 
against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes…” (24:6-7) 
 
“Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour” (25:13) 
 
“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world, 35 for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’” (25:34-36) 
 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 
you did it to me.” (25:40) 
 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
A Time for Young People 
 
Song of Preparation 
 Be Thou My Vision Glory to God #450  [see next page] 
 
The Proclamation of the Word 
 
Moment of Meditation 
 

 
The Offertory 
  
Wednesday: The Offering of the Alabaster Jar (Matthew 26:6-26:16) 

Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to him 
with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and she poured it on his head as he sat at 
the table. But when the disciples saw it, they were angry and said, “Why this waste? For 
this ointment could have been sold for a large sum and the money given to the poor.” But 





Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a 
good service for me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always have 
me. By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. Truly I tell you, 
wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told 
in remembrance of her.” 
 
Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, 
“What will you give me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And 
from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray him. 
 

Song for Giving 
 A Prophet-Woman Broke a Jar Glory to God #201  [see next page] 
 
Receiving Tithes + Offerings 

Quarter Donations Recipient: One Great Hour of Sharing 
 

Doxology + The Prayer of Dedication Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Christ all creatures here below 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore 
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 

 
Joys + Concerns 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Song of Trust   

Amen  Glory to God #600 
 

Announcements 





 
Song of Sending  Please stand as you are able, in body or in spirit 
 What is the World Like Glory to God #771  [see next page] 
 
Charge + Benediction 
 
Postlude 
  
Holy Week Reading Plan 
 Sunday  Matthew 21:1-11 
 Monday  Matthew 21:12-17 
 Tuesday  Matthew 21:18-26:5 
 Wednesday  Matthew 26:6-16 
 Thursday  Matthew 26:17-26:75 
 Friday  Matthew 27:1-61 
 Saturday  Matthew 27:62-66 
 Sunday  Matthew 28:1-20 
 

 
· Protecting Children from Gun Violence: Imagining a New World Each Wednesday at 

Noon from April 15-May 13. Register using this link: https://tinyurl.com/332wvjzf This five 
session series on Zoom will guide you and your congregation in finding your action for 
protecting children from gun violence. Created by educational and pastoral leaders in the 
Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, this faith-based program covers in one hour a key topic each 
week: 

· Children in the Crossfire: Why is gun violence the top killer of our children? 
· Saving Child Lives with Secure Gun Storage 
· Seeing Our Children: The mental and spiritual health of children in the crossfire 
· Direct Action Options for Real Safety for Children 
· Advocacy, Voting and Finding Next Steps for Your Congregation 

 
 
 
 





· April 2: Maundy Thursday Services will take place this Thursday at 1 pm and 7 pm. We 
will take time to meditate on that final evening long ago when Jesus and his disciples were 
together and we will do as Christ did: serve one another and feast at the Lord’s Table. Both 
services will be the same—just two different opportunities to attend! 
 

· Join us April 3 at 530 pm for dinner and a show! We will be screening The Cotton Patch 
Gospel—a modern telling of the Good News relocated to the mid-20th century American 
South, where Jesus challenges segregation and economic inequality. But before we watch, 
we’ll enjoy some chili (vegetarian option available), cookies, and popcorn. 

 

 
Monday March 30 Pastor’s Sabbath 
  
Tuesday March 31 Bible Study @ 10 am   The Gathering Space 
    Pub Theology @ 730 pm  The Livery in Benton Harbor 
  
Thursday April 2 Veteran’s Counseling—All Day The Gathering Space 
    Maundy Thursday Service @ 1 pm  The Sanctuary 
    Community Dinner @ 6 pm  Goff Hall 
    Maundy Thursday Service @ 7 pm The Sanctuary 
  
Friday April 3 Dinner + A Show @ 530 pm  Goff Hall 
    viewing of The Cotton Patch Gospel 
  
Sunday April 5 Easter! Sunday Worship @ 10 am The Sanctuary 
    Fellowship @ 1130 am   Goff Hall 


